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Neighbourhood Watch

We are appealing for information following a distressing incident of criminal
damage at St Gregory’s Church in Morville during the early hours of
Monday 15th June.

Significant damage has been caused, including:

¢ Broken windows — several panes were smashed, leaving glass scattered
inside and outside the building.

e Headstones pushed over — multiple gravestones in the churchyard were
deliberately toppled, causing further upset to families and the wider
community.

This behaviour shows a clear disregard for a historic local landmark and for
the people who care for it.

Appeal for Information

We are asking residents to think back to the early hours of Monday 15th
June. If you noticed suspicious behaviour, unusual noise, unfamiliar
vehicles, or individuals loitering around the Morville area, in particular the
Church, your information could be vital.

Even small details — a description, a time, a direction of travel — may help
us identify those responsible.

If you have CCTV, doorbell footage, or dash-cam recordings from around
that time, please review them and get in touch if anything stands out.

How to Help

e Submit information anonymously
e Contact your local Policing team
e Share any CCTYV or footage

Your support helps us protect our community spaces and hold offenders to
account.



Morville Parish Council
The Parish Council’s Restore Shropshire’s Verges Project [ RSVP] aims to establish
wildflowers on verges along the A458 from just beyond Morville to Muckley Cross
- visually attractive, of biodiversity benefit and, in the long run, cheaper to maintain
than the previous management regime.
The RSVP botany expert visited the site on June 15" and was very impressed with
the number of wildflower species at this early stage; we await his species list and
advice on future management to encourage their proliferation.
Volunteers litter-picked these verges in advance of the first “cut & collect” on
30.3.2026.
Anyone prepared to litter pick before the second “cut & collect”, due late July/
August, please contact Cllr Pam Yuille pamyuille@gmail.com 07793939291.
The second SID has been installed in Morville and we are planning two more, in
Weston and Monkhopton.
Following a second very successful Morville Annual Community Event in May, we
congratulated Cllr Katie Briggs Thomas and her colleagues and voted to have
another next May.
Paul Davis-White has had to resign from the council due to pressure of work so we
now have two councillor vacancies. Anyone willing to consider being co-opted
please contact Cllr Pam Yuille or any of her colleagues for a chat.
Sadly, we are also losing Sarah Skurr, our clerk, so if anyone is willing to consider
this job, or knows anyone else who might be interested, please get in touch asap.
For further information and all councillors’ contact details please see Morville
Parish Council website at www.morvillepc.gov.uk and like or follow our page on
Facebook: Morville Parish Council.

BEST WISHES FOR A STRONG AND CONTINUING RECOVERY TO:
Mrs Pat Rowe

Mrs Alison Foxall

OUR SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF:
the late Mrs Dorothy Ward

ALL GOOD WISHES TO:

Morville School leavers as they prepare for pastures new
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Morville W I
Wednesday 10th June saw Morville WI back in the Village Hall where we were very
pleased to see lots of visitors as well as members.
Our lovely president Gel Bunning opened the meeting with a welcome and we then
sang Jerusalem.
Business of the night, included reviews of our 100th birthday celebration on 13th
May at The Astbury in Chelmarsh which we all agreed was a resounding success,
the SFWI AGM on 15th May and the NFWI AGM on the 4th June. We were also
delighted to present our oldest Morville WI member, the lovely Audrey Colebatch
with a card and a bouquet of flowers for her 90th birthday.
It was then over to Sally for an evening learning to Line Dance. I must say, watching
from the side lines, there were some very impressive performances and lots of happy
smiling faces clearly everyone really enjoyed themselves. Sally does various classes:
Mereside Community Centre, Shrewsbury - Mondays 7pm - 10pm, Beginners 7pm,
Improver 8pm & Intermediate 9pm
Radbrooke Community Centre, Shrewsbuy - Tuesdays Spm - 7pm - Spm
Beginners/Easy & 6pm Improver/Intermediate
The cost is £6.00 and Sally said that everyone is welcome & beginners can stay on
and watch the experienced dancers for as long as they like.
Tea and biscuits followed with a chance to catch up with friends, review the pink
items on the competition table and purchase items from the sales table.
Next month we are once again on a outing, this time to the beautiful Hurst Farm in
Morville for a picnic, treasure hunt and games. It will be a fund raiser for Morville
WTI's charity of 2026, The Cavalier Centre in Much Wenlock. If you would like more
information we can be contacted by e mail at morvillewomensinstitute@gmail.com
or check us out on Facebook.

SAVE THE DATE - WEDNESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2026.

Morville WI are pleased to announce that we will be holding an open meeting on the
9th September, welcoming Mike Clayton who will be talking about the Thai Cave
Rescue of 2018. It will be a charity fund raiser with tickets at £7.00 each to include
tea and cake.

Tickets are limited so if you would like to come along to this fascinating talk, please
contact us.



Morville Church First Communion Service

On Sunday July 5 at 10.30am Vickie Dunlop, currently Curate in the Bridgnorth
Team Ministry, will lead her first Communion service after being priested the
previous day. All the churches in the Bridgnorth benefice will be gathering at St
Gregory the Great Church for this special event. The service will be followed by
refreshments and cake.

Pam’s Pools Wildlife Reserve

We had two very successful Open Days in May and June. A combined total of 267
adults attended and I don’t know how many children as they don’t pay an entry fee.
The combined profit was just over £2,800 which will be spent on maintaining the
reserve. I’'m very grateful to all the stall-holders, volunteers and visitors who make
this possible.

Our barn owl box, after only housing squirrels for the first two years, was this year
found to be occupied by seven adorable little fluffy fledging barn-owl babies. I was
allowed to hold one while John from the Barn Owl Trust ringed it. The parents were
away hunting but had left three dead voles in case anyone felt like a snack before
their return.

I’m running volunteer working parties on Wednesday mornings and would be glad
to hear from anyone considering joining our group. See www.pamspools.co.uk for
more information about activities here or email pamyuille@gmail.com

*kk

MORVILLE VILLAGE HALL

We currently have availability at our lovely hall, with excellent facilities,
parking and reasonable rates.

Tuesday — daytime
Wednesday — daytime

So if you are looking for a venue to host your group or event please contact
Sarah on 07793 156645 or morvillevillagehall@gmail.co.uk
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BECOME A PARISH COUNCILLOR
JOIN MORVILLE PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES IN MORVILLE &
MONKHOPTON
AVAILABLE FOR CO-OPTION
o ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CHALLENGE?

o DO YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

o GOOD AT IT?
o OR A KEEN INTEREST IN BIODIVERSITY OR ROAD SAFETY?

If you care about where you live and passionate about your community, we want to
hear from you.

* You must be aged 18 years and over, eligible to vote and have lived or worked in
the parish of Morville for 12 months or more, or within 3 miles of the Morville or
Monkhopton parish boundary.

* For more information and an application form, please e-mail Sarah Skurr:

clerk@morville-pc.gov.uk
% k%

Songs of Praise at Acton Round
An afternoon of uplifting music, worship and community
Sunday August 23
4pm

All are welcome
* %k %k

St George’s Knitted Bible Exibition
Free admission Each day until 24" July
The majority of the 33 knitted bible scenes are at st Leonard’s Bridgnorth

but some may also be viewed at st Mary’s
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Morville School News

Hello from the Morville School family.

Into the final four weeks of the summer term both pupils and teachers are busy
making sure that we finish all our work and are ready for the long summer break.
Like everyone we are experiencing the very high temperatures that have taken us all
by surprise. It is disappointing but we are having to curtail some of our outdoor PE
lessons and some of our planned external sporting events are being affected by the
weather.

We are making sure that children are wearing their sunhats, have plenty of sun
protection cream on and are not running around in this fierce heat. They, like the
footballers, are having  plenty of ‘hydration’ breaks — it is essential that we keep
everyone safe.

Luckily we held our sport’s day well before the hot weather arrived. In fact at one
stage we thought we may have to cancel because of the rain! Fortunately it stayed
dry and the children took part in a range of events including; sprints, egg and spoon
races, sack races and hurdles. They also did the long jump, javelin and speed jumps.
It was a successful morning — every child received a certificate for taking part and
children in the winning house also had a medal. We were delighted that so many of
our families turned out to cheer the children on and we all thoroughly enjoyed the
morning.

Next year sport’s day may be even more spectacular, because we are delighted to
announce that we have achieved the School Games Platinum Mark Award for the
2025/26 academic year, the highest level you can achieve. The School Games Mark
is a Government-led award scheme launched in 2012, facilitated by the Youth Sport
Trust to reward schools for their commitment to the development of competition
across their school and into the community, and we are thrilled to have been
recognised for our success. Well done Morville Primary!

Another very successful event was Shropshire Sings. This is an annual event where
children from all over the county learn to sing the same songs and then all come
together at the West Midlands Showground to perform to friends and families.
Morville children are always very enthusiastic and practise diligently after school
for weeks before the event so they can do their very best on the night! Once again
our children were supported and encouraged to do their best and it was an extremely
enjoyable evening.

Continuing the musical theme, our Rock Steady bands are almost ready for their
concert on the last Monday of term. Everyone is looking forward to seeing and
hearing them play the new tunes they have been learning, and we are sure there will
also be some dancing in the aisles!



Chestnut Class have all been working hard, as usual. They have been learning
about sustainability and how important it is that there is enough for everyone. Their
studies have seen them investigate where the food we buy in our supermarkets has
come from. Finding out that some comes from places as far away as South Africa
and South America and just how many miles it has travelled before it reaches the
shelves has been quite a surprise. As part of this topic the children visited
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre in Craven Arms. Here they made soup, baked
bread and even churned their own butter. They saw a wide range of fruit and
vegetables that are grown locally and compared this to the food that has travelled
halfway around the world. Year six are now preparing for leaving Morville and
moving on to their secondary schools. They have transition days looming and then
they will be preparing for their leavers’ service — so still a lot to do before they
finally say goodbye.

Birch Class have been learning about Australia. They have found out about all the
different places, all the types of animals (including venomous snakes!) and the
sports that people play. It was also exciting because they actually had Australian
visitors in the classroom! Alfie and Isabelle are currently on holiday in England and
Alfie (age 7) agreed to come and tell the children about his life in Australia. It was
amazing when he said that his school had 1500 students! Much, much bigger than
Morville. The children will soon be visiting the Wild Zoological Park in Halfpenny
Green where they will see kookaburras and wallabies for themselves.

Oak Tree Class have been continued both their inside and outside learning. This
half term our youngest children have been learning about transport. They have
looked at different types of vehicles and compared new forms of transport to how
people used to travel in the past. They have painted cars and trucks and made
models. Very soon they are going to Acton Scott farm where they will see a range of
different vehicles and farm machinery.

More exciting news from Morville is that from September, Morville Primary will
have a new Head of School. Mr Dan Russell will be taking the helm and he is very
excited to meet the children and the Morville families. This will be the last news
update from Miss Docherty and Mrs Aston but we are sure Mr Russell will be
keeping you up to date with Morville Primary news in the future.

We wish you a very happy summer.

Miss Docherty and Mrs Aston.



Reader Ramblings

Well here I am, back after my intended three month sabbatical turned into an almost six
month long one. Some of you will have heard me say that transitions in life can often be
tricky and I spent the first two weeks transitioning into my sabbatical feeling slightly anxious
and thinking. “I don’t know how to do a sabbatical.” Fortunately, God came to my rescue
with the realisation that this was a time to focus more on God and on being rather than doing.
Of course there were choices to make, if I wanted to spend more quality time with God it
became clear I needed to spend less time on social media, put my phone down more and turn
off the T.V.

I needed to disconnect to give me more time and space to connect with God myself and
others.

Disconnecting was going to be a bit of a challenge but I persevered because, even though I
accept there are some positive elements to the use of social media and Al, I am very
suspicious of the corporate personalities and money that promote both so forcefully, it may
please you to know I agree with Pope Leo XIV. “Al must serve humanity not concentrate
power.” Still I did disconnect and I found myself thinking and meditating a lot on my
relationship with God and my relationships with people.

Since November three dear souls who over a period of years I came to love and care for very
much have gone home to be with God. Sitting with those who knew and loved them better
than I, not looking for distractions nor running from grief, but being fully present to it,
changed me for the better. It is true that you can always make time for the things that are
important to you. I now intentionally carve out more time to spend with God and with the
people I love and am learning to love myself a little more in the process.

Our faith is a relational faith centring on an intimate loving relationship with God through
Jesus Christ. Community and the individual connections we make in our communities are
vitally important for good spiritual, emotional, intellectual and physical health. Through the
conversations we have, as we listen to the stories of others as well as share our own stories, a
very special magic happens and we become woven into each other’s lives and become part of
each other’s history. As Barak Obama says. “Everyone has a story to tell, if you just care to
listen, sacred stories full of courage and humour and grace and each of those stories in some
way connected to our own.”

Perhaps my experience may encourage one or two others to maybe take up the challenge of
disconnecting in order to re-connect with God and each other.

As always love and blessings
Jane Peeler



The power of friendship

Recently, I’ve been thinking a lot about friendship: what starts it, what builds it and what
sustains it.

Our family moved to Hereford a little over a year ago. When we sensed a call from God to
come here, we knew we would be starting again. We knew no one locally, which meant
building friendships and community from the beginning.

Friendship doesn’t arrive fully formed. It grows slowly, often in what Scripture calls “the
day of small things”: small conversations, small acts of kindness, small decisions to keep
turning up. Like many relationships, friendship begins with connection but grows through
countless small choices over time.

Even Jesus invested deeply in only a few close friendships. We cannot invest deeply in
everyone, but we can choose to show up consistently for a few people: to cherish them, serve
them, forgive them and remain faithful companions through life’s ups and downs.

I have often found this challenging because it means choosing to go first: starting the
conversation, suggesting meeting up, offering help, buying the coffee and risking things
feeling a little awkward. I have learnt from my husband, who is much more natural at
including others and making space for friendship than I am. Yet, as I have been brave, I have
discovered that many people are open to friendship. They are waiting, just as we are.

One of my most significant friendships began in my thirties in a very ordinary way. While
volunteering, I simply said to someone, “This is a bit awkward, but I’d really like to be
friends.” It sounds disarmingly simple, but it takes courage. Often all it takes is one person
willing to make the first move.

There are seasons in life that carry a particular loneliness: the early years of parenting, times
of transition, when friends move away, or later, when friends go to glory. Loneliness is not
unusual; it is part of the human experience. Yet rather than turning on the TV, perhaps the
invitation is to look up and out: to join a club, volunteer, pick up the phone or invite someone
for dinner regardless of the state of our life, kitchen or garden.

Friendship is not only about reaching out; we also have to learn to receive. It can dent our
pride to let it be known that we can’t manage everything. Yet some of the greatest moments
of friendship in my life have come through friends offering practical help when I didn’t
realise how much I needed it.

One of the great gifts the church can still offer is community: a place where people of all
ages and backgrounds can gather regularly, be known and build genuine friendships. When
God said to Adam, “It is not good for a person to be alone,” he knew that would apply to all
of us.

So my prayer this year is to learn how to be a better friend to those I already love, and to ask
God who in my life is lonely, where I could be their friend, and they mine.
I wonder if God might be asking some of you to pray this too?

The Rev'd Jane Plackett-Ferguson ~ Chaplain to the Bishop of Hereford
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Morville Readers and Readings for July and August

July
First Reading Second Reading

Sun 5 Romans 7: 15-25a Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-end
(Faye Shropshire) (Helen Smith)

Sun 12" Romans 8: 1-11 Matthew 13 :1-9, 18-23
(Louise Shropshire) (Tim Heatley)

Sun 19"  Romans 8: 12-25 Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
(Tim Morris) (Elaine Crisp)

Sun 26" Romans 8: 26-end Matthew 13: 31-33,44-52
(Hilary Evans) (Mike Skinner)

August

First Reading Second Reading

Sun 2™ Romans9: 1-5 Matthew 14:13-21
(Faye Shropshire) (Helen Smith)

Sun 9"  Romans 10: 5-15 Matthew 14: 22- 33
(Louise Shropshire) (Tim Heatley)

Sun 16" Romans 11: 1 -2a,29-32 Matthew 15: 21-28
(Tim Morris ) (Elaine Crisp)

Sun 23 Romans 12: 1-8 Matthew16: 13-20
(Hilary Evans) (Mike Skinner )

Brighter Days Café

8" July and 12" August

Grief feeling too heavy to carry alone? A friendly space to be listened to,
share cake, meet others and find non-judgmental support, wherever you are
in your journey through loss.

When? 1pm — 3pm on the second Wednesday of each month

Where? St James’ hall church, Lodge Lane, bridgnorth WV15 5DD
Contact Vickie bridgnorthandmorvillecurate@outlook.com
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JULY

Sun 5%
Sun 12t
Thurs 160
Sun 19t
Sun 26H
AUGUST
Sun 2nd
Sun gth
Sun 16"
Sun 23rd
JULY

Sun 5t
Sun 12t
Sun 26t
AUGUST
Sun oth
Sun 23rd
JULY

Sun 5th
AUGUST
Sun 2nd
JULY

Sun 5t
Sun 12t
AUGUST
Sun oth
Sun  23d

SERVICES FOR JULY and AUGUST

11.15am
2.30pm

11.15am
11.15am

11.15am
11.15am
11.15am
11.15am

10.30am
10 00am
10.00am

10.00am
10.00am

10.30am

10.00am

10.30am
10.00am

10.00am
4.00pm

MORVILLE

10.30am Joint Benefice Holy Communion (Refreshments)

Morning Prayer (JP) Refreshments
Morville School Leavers’ Service

Morning Prayer (Lay)
Holy Communion (VD/PH) Refreshments

Morning Prayer (Lay)

Morning Prayer (VD) Refreshments

Morning Prayer (Lay)

Holy Communion (SB) Refreshments
ASTON EYRE

Joint Benefice Holy Communion Morville

Morning Prayer (JP)

Holy Communion (VD/PH)

Morning Prayer (VD)
Holy Communion (SB)

MONKHOPTON

Joint Benefice Holy Communion Morville

Morning Prayer (Lay)

ACTON ROUND

Joint Benefice Holy Communion Morville
Morning Prayer (Lay)

Holy Communion (IT)
Songs of Praise
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A.M.S. IMPROVEMENTS
REPAIR IMPROVE REPLACE
Your trusted local home improvement & handyman service in Bridgnorth.
Services include:
v" Home Repairs and Maintenance

v Garden Improvements & Landscaping
v Flat pack Assembly and DIY Help

v" Fencing, Decking and Outdoor Projects
v" General Handyman Services

07809 656 356
Based in Bridgnorth — proudly serving the surrounding areas

Anne’s Hosehold Cleaning Services
Let me take care of your household chores

Regular or one-off clean when you need a helping hand
Ironing service available, collection and delivery

Mobile 07545 532028

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Food Bank Collection Box
A collection box has been placed in Morville Church Porch. o

[

e All donations gratefully received and will be gifted to Bridgnorth Food Bank. «
Regrettably no fresh, perishable or packaged produce. Tins and jars only please.
Thank you'

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Katie Rothwell’s Pain Therapies
Do you suffer with persistent pain? Katie can help.
Sports Massage, Craniosacral Therapy
Katie’s BEAT Pain Approach for Chronic Pain

Check out her website for a wealth of information

www.katierothwell.co.uk

info@katierothwell.co.uk
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Chimney Sweep & Service
07805643422 (Richard)Prices from £65

www.stantonsweeps.com

RICHARD WAIN
PAINTER & DECORATOR
01746 789372

RIDGE FUELS LTD Coal, Logs & Gas Bottles
ALL FUELS INC SMOKELESS. FREE DELIVERY

01743 241122 www.ridgefuels.co.uk

LUXURY BRIDALWEAR 07815550330
ONE-2-ONE PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS
bridesview@outlook.com

TIM F VAUGHAN, NEW & USED
AGRIC. MACHINERY BOUGHT & SOLD
01746 714221 or 07966 219755

PEST CONTROL. JOHN SEDGWICK
MOLES+ OTHER RURAL PESTS
01746 716451 or 07971 694005

ANDY’S GARDENING SERVICES
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE
FENCING, MOWING 01746 714081

MOWER MEC
SALES-SERVICE-PARTS-REPAIRS
BRIDGNORTH 01746 761731

R. Cooper, Bridgnorth. 07864853282
Brickwork, Building, Property Maintenance
Fibreglass flat roofing, Traditional Roofing
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NORTHWOOD & SONS Funeral Directors
Pre-paid Plans info@northwoodfunerals.co.uk
Andrew Woodhouse 01952 727248

PUGH’S FEEDS FOR MASSEY BROS
BULK& BAGGED FEED for CATTLE, SHEEP,
PIGS, POULTRY & GAME 01746 789403

BRIGGSTHOMAS ENGINEERING LTD
Agri Repairs, Machinery & Trailer Sales
01746712217 / 07868440423

DRY LOGS DELIVERED LOCALLY
RAYMOND BASON, TEL. 01746 785009
AND 07773552457

GILL HOWARD
Contemporary Silver Jewellery
www.gillhoward.com

NFU Mutual Bridgnorth Agency
Motor, Home, Business, Farm, Equine,
Life Insurance. 01746 763198

Jake Broster Valeting
Professional Valeting & Detailing
Contact: 07534367683

TELE - SATT AERIALS LTD
Chris Burroughs 01746 767381
07988 539200

MEAT AT KEITH’S (ALDERSON)
12 SYDNEY COTTAGE DRIVE
BRIDGNORTH 01746 766112
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MAWS GALLERY
PROFESSIONAL PICTURE FRAMERS
01952 588855 www.maws-gallery.co.uk

CARAVAN STORAGE at Weston
Indoors & Secure 07932163402

lesleyvandyke@gmail.com 01746
785630

ASJ PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES
Gas, Oil & LPG
Andy Jennings 07710 793683

PETER FOLLETTE
PAINTER & DECORATOR
01746 761843 & 07889 750532

GARDEN MACHINERY; SERVICE &
REPAIRS.BRIDGNORTH & DISTRICT
PHIL ELLIS TEL. 07752 137251

MARTIN REIDY 01746 785313 /07815567877
e-mail mortmartreidy@gmail.com KITCHENS
BATHROOMS AND BUILDING WORK
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EMPIRE PLUMBING,GAS & 0IL SERVICES
L.P.G. & HETAS STOVE INSTALLER

PAUL GAMSTON 07833101269

MJS WINDOW CLEANING
01746 767188 Mobile 07795594598
ALL AREAS COVERED

BROWNS PLANT HIRE & GROUNDWORKS
browns.westfarm@gmail.com
or 07949 126516

The Petal Passion Flower Farm
Beacon Hill 07799893300
Seasonal & Sustainable Cut Flowers

Holly Vandyke at Weston ouseFarm
Fresh homegrown and bought in
organic veg.shop 07792 991422
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